
FROM THE WOLF PACK…
Barrhaven Public School
80 Larkin Drive, Nepean, ON K2G 1B7
613 825 2691
https://barrhavenps.ocdsb.ca/
Twitter: @TornadoHowl
Attendance Email: absentBPS@ocdsb.ca

October 3, 2021

Dear BPS Students and Families,

Our amazing school community raised a total of $540 online for our Terry Fox Run that
will go towards funding cancer research. Way to go Wolf Pack! Cash or online donations
will be accepted until October 15th. See below for more information on how to donate
online.

This week we also observed the first National Day for Truth and Reconciliation along
with our Orange Shirt Day. Classes listened to the opening and closing remarks from
Traditional Knowledge Keeper, Monique Manatch, and activities related to
understanding the legacy and ongoing impact of the residential school system. This is
ongoing work and learning that we will continue as a staff and a school community
beyond Orange Shirt Day.

https://barrhavenps.ocdsb.ca/
mailto:absentBPS@ocdsb.ca


Every year, in October, the Ottawa-Carleton District School Board recognizes Islamic
Heritage Month. Schools across the OCDSB, we will be reflecting, celebrating and
learning about Islamic history and culture through:

● Sharing classroom resources and activities that explore Islamic excellence
across all areas of life

● Encouraging engagement with Muslim community partners and virtual guest
speakers

● Supporting schools in developing awareness and understanding of the
contributions of Muslim Canadians through announcements, displays and
activities

● Ensuring that Muslim students and staff have easy and safe access to spaces for
performing the Salah and engaging in reflection during the school and work day

● Developing staff awareness of cultural practices, festivals and observances and
how they are to be accommodated

● Providing opportunities and resources to support staff and students in standing
up to Islamophobia

As a staff, as we reflect upon the diversity of our community of learners, we commit to
continuing to honour and celebrate what makes each of our learners unique. This year
we are pleased to welcome Amal Abdulqader, an OCDSB Multicultural Liaison Officer
(MLO) to help support our students and their families.

Parents are reminded to complete a Covid-19 screening before sending their child to
school or daycare each day.

Enjoy the beautiful week ahead,

Trent Taniguchi and Vanessa Ogungbemile

https://secureforms.ottawapublichealth.ca/School-Health-Sante-scolaire/COVID-19-Screening-Tool-for-Students


In this edition of “From The Wolf Pack”:

● From the District
● Terry Fox Run
● Borrowed School Technology
● Annual Verification Forms (e.g., media permission, acceptable use of

technology, etc…)
● OSTA- opting out and route cancellation information
● BPS Spiritwear

FROM THE DISTRICT:

Dear OCDSB Families,

September was a very busy month in our virtual and in-person classrooms. We hope you and your families
have been settling into the first few weeks of school with ease.

Yesterday, our schools and offices marked the first National Day for Truth and Reconciliation. Together,
students and staff had the opportunity to learn, reflect, and remember, while honouring survivors, their
families, and their communities. To see some of the projects students worked on this week, visit the OCDSB's
Twitter page. Thank you for supporting students in this important learning.

Below, we have a few updates and reminders as we head into October.

Kindergarten Pick Up Reminder

A reminder that parents and guardians of Kindergarten students MUST be at the bus stop to meet their child
when the bus arrives. The safe and timely provision of bus service relies on this partnership. Continued
lateness to meet your child may result in the suspension of transportation privileges. For more school bus
safety tips, visit OSTA’s website.

OCDSB Fall 2021 Virtual Tutoring Program - Grade 7-12

The OCDSB’s Fall 2021 Virtual Tutoring Program is for OCDSB students in Grades 7-12 looking to achieve
greater success at school. This program provides students with a supervised opportunity to complete, review,
practice and receive support in a range of subject areas. The program begins October 4th and is free for
OCDSB students. More information is available on our website.

Celebrating Islamic Heritage and Combating Islamophobia

Every year for the month of October, Islamic Heritage Month is recognized in Canada. At the OCDSB, we will
be reflecting, celebrating and learning about Islamic history and culture in a variety of ways. As we learn, we
must also reflect on our shared responsibility to identify, challenge and eradicate Islamophobia and

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/g4j3RqAlTrK7P7qez9X2dQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjOLofP0QZaHR0cHM6Ly90d2l0dGVyLmNvbS9PQ0RTQlcHc2Nob29sbUIKYVWfhldhx8uKmlIcdmFuZXNzYS5vZ3VuZ2JlbWlsZUBvY2RzYi5jYVgEAAAAAg~~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/oYa8HRTlHz_4DXD0uwyLJA~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjOLofP0RCaHR0cDovL3d3dy5vdHRhd2FzY2hvb2xidXMuY2EvaGVscGZ1bC1yZXNvdXJjZXMvc2Nob29sLWJ1cy1zYWZldHkvVwdzY2hvb2xtQgphVZ-GV2HHy4qaUhx2YW5lc3NhLm9ndW5nYmVtaWxlQG9jZHNiLmNhWAQAAAAC
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/SOwSMnU3Zqmq3_kkCUJ_bg~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjOLofP0RIaHR0cHM6Ly9vY2RzYi5jYS9jb250aW51aW5nX2VkdWNhdGlvbi9saXRlcmFjeV9udW1lcmFjeV9zdXBwb3J0X3Byb2dyYW1zVwdzY2hvb2xtQgphVZ-GV2HHy4qaUhx2YW5lc3NhLm9ndW5nYmVtaWxlQG9jZHNiLmNhWAQAAAAC


anti-Muslim hatred. We recognize our obligation to ensure learning and working spaces are free from
discrimination and hate and safe and welcoming for Muslim students, staff and communities. We will not
tolerate Islamophobia in the OCDSB. Read our full statement in English, Arabic and Somali.

Cyber Security Awareness

October is Cyber Security Awareness Month and we will be supporting staff and student learning on cyber
security. There are many simple steps you can take to protect yourself and your children online. Learn more
and browse resources for all ages on the Government of Canada’s website.

Dates of Significance to Recognize This Week

Throughout the month of October, there are a number of dates of significance to recognize, including Islamic
Heritage Month, Hispanic Heritage Month, Learning Disabilities Awareness Month, and Canadian Autism
Awareness and Acceptance Month. October 4th is Sisters in Spirit, a virtual vigil is being hosted by the
NWAC.

October is also a time to celebrate educators and educational support workers.  Some key dates for this
include:

● October 2nd is National Custodial Workers Recognition Day, and on
● October 5th is World Teachers’ Day.
● October is National Principals’ Month

We will be including more dates in our update next week.

COVID-19 Updates and Public Health Information

Staff vaccination update

As of September 28, we have gathered responses from 11,292 staff members regarding their vaccination
status. Of this number:

● 95.47% are fully vaccinated
● 1.86% are partially vaccinated
● 2.67% are seeking exemptions, are unvaccinated or refuse to disclose.

A further 631 staff members have not yet submitted a response.

Moving forward, The OCDSB has developed a COVID-19 Vaccination Protocol concerning staff, along with
other individuals who frequently attend schools or workplaces. This procedure is guided by our commitment
to provide and maintain a safe working and learning environment for all students, employees and visitors.
More details can be found on our website.

New take home COVID-19 test kit option at Brewer

CHEO has a new testing option available for parents through the Brewer Park Arena Testing and Assessment
Centre. To pick-up a Do-It-Yourself Testing Kit: book an appointment at the COVID-19 CHEO Assessment
Centre and select the “Pick-Up” option.

OPH Community Immunization Clinics
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Ottawa Public Health has expanded immunization services for children and youth aged 0-17 years who live in
Ottawa and who are facing barriers in getting their routine immunizations in the community. For more
information visit Immunization requirements for schools.

Share Your Thoughts...

Update - Police Involvement and Safe Schools Consultations

In 2020-2021, the OCDSB conducted separate consultations concerning policies regarding Safe Schools and
Police Involvement in Schools. Based on the feedback received through these consultations, staff determined
that Policy P 043 SCO - Police Involvement in Schools should be incorporated into the revised Safe Schools
policies. Please visit our Safe Schools and School District School Code of Conduct Policy Review page for
more information along with the updated draft policies.

You are encouraged to review the draft policies and offer any additional feedback. We would like to thank
students, parents, staff and community members for your contributions to these important consultations.

Appropriate Use of Technology Policy Review

The OCDSB is updating our Appropriate Use of Technology policy. This policy outlines the standards and
expectations for how students and staff use District technology, including networks, software, email, apps,
devices, and infrastructure (including the use of personal devices on the District wifi). This also includes the
Appropriate Use of Technology form and the Media Permission Form, which parents are required to complete
each year. Learn more about our current policy and share your input.

OPSBA Survey: Transitioning from the COVID-19 School Experience

The Ontario Public School Boards Association is conducting a public survey to gather community input on
Transitioning from the COVID-19 School Experience. A discussion paper with video overview, and a link to
the survey can be found on their website. Your response to the survey will ensure an Ottawa perspective
helps shape public education advocacy to the provincial government.

Ministry of Education Survey: Strengthening Accountability for School Board Trustees

The Ministry of Education is consulting on strengthening accountability for school board trustees and is
inviting the public to provide input on trustee codes of conduct and the measures and sanctions available to
boards when a code of conduct is breached. The survey is available on the Ministry of Education website.

Register Now! Launch 2021: Post-secondary pathways virtual conference

Registrations are now open for Launch 2021, the annual post-secondary pathways virtual conference being
held on October 21st and 22nd. This event, co-hosted by the OCDSB and the Ottawa Catholic School Board,
allows students and parents & guardians to explore post-secondary opportunities. Registered participants will
have the opportunity to attend workshops and connect with various post-secondary institutions, organizations,
and employers.

Watch this preview video to know more. For detailed information and registration, visit this website.
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TERRY FOX RUN:

On Wednesday, September 29th, our school participated in our annual Terry Fox Run!

If you wish to make a donation for this great cause, you may do so by clicking on the link
below to make a secure donation. Although online donations are preferred, this year we will
also be accepting cash donations. Your student will be able to drop off cash to the main
office. All donations will go directly to support cancer research. Our fundraising page (and
cash donations) will remain available until Friday, October 15th, 2021.

Terry was only 19 years old when he started his Marathon of Hope. It’s never too early to
start making a difference.

Fundraising Link:

https://secure.terryfox.ca/registrant/TeamFundraisingPage.aspx?teamID=950162&langPref=en-CA

BORROWED SCHOOL TECHNOLOGY:

If your child borrowed a device in the spring, please send it back with them this week. All
devices need to be cleaned and inventoried before they can be used this year. The device,
along with the charger, should be in a bag to allow educators to easily collect it.

ANNUAL VERIFICATION FORMS:

Our annual verifications forms, including: media permission and acceptable use of
technology forms will be completed electronically this year. These important forms were
due by Friday, October 1st. Please use the following links to complete your documents
online as soon as possible.

Appropriate Use-of-Technology

Media-School-Website-Consent-Form

https://secure.terryfox.ca/registrant/TeamFundraisingPage.aspx?teamID=950162&langPref=en-CA
https://forms.ocdsb.ca/Forms/Use-of-Technology
https://forms.ocdsb.ca/Forms/Media-School-Website-Consent-Form


Form 122 -- Trip Participation

Please note: If you have more than one child at BPS, please make sure you fill in each link
for each of your children.

OSTA- OPTING OUT AND ROUTE CANCELLATION INFORMATION:
OSTA has cancelled a number of yellow bus routes. Please review your child’s information
on the Parent Portal and then check the posted list for OCDSB Schools to confirm the
route’s status. There are currently some long term cancellations where there are no drivers
for that route and throughout the year there could be some short term/daily cancellations.
Please be sure to sign up for parent notification and check OSTA’s website daily for any
morning cancellations.

If your child will not be taking the bus, you can complete the opt out form following this link
https://bit.ly/3gWSPEV.

BPS SPIRITWEAR:

Barrhaven Public School has spirit! Every Friday is the day to show off your pride by wearing
BPS spirit wear. Families can order from a variety of t-shirts, sweaters, pants and more at
the following website: https://barrhavenpublicschool.entripyshops.com/

Staff and students are also invited to wear school colours (blue and yellow) every Friday!

UPCOMING DATES:
October- Islamic Heritage Month
October 4- School Council Meeting 7:00pm
October 11- Thanksgiving (No school)

https://forms.ocdsb.ca/Forms/OCDSB_122_Trip_Participation?act=Neighbourhood%20activities%20off%20school%20property&cl=Various%20activities%20throughout%20the%20school%20year%20that%20bring%20students%20off%20school%20property%2C%20such%20as%20soccer%20or%20track%20and%20field%20on%20the%20adjacent%20City%20of%20Ottawa%20fields%2C%20walks%20in%20the%20neighbourhood%2C%20going%20to%20the%20local%20neighbourhood%20parks%2C%20etc.&cost=0.00&emrg=Barrhaven%20P.S.%20613-825-2691&trdates=school%20days%20throughout%20the%20school%20year&td=9%3A10%3A00%20AM&ed=Athletics%2C%20community%20and%20social%20involvement%2C%20supplementing%20classroom%20instruction%2C%20etc.&lead=Classroom%20Teachers%2C%20EAs%20and%20ECEs&trlocs=B.P.S.%20Neighbourhood%0D%0ACity%20of%20Ottawa%20fields&reqf=per%20teacher%20request&reqo=&cdate=&rdate=&sdate=9%2F30%2F2021&tr=3%3A40%3A00%20PM&risk=Low%2C%20accompanied%20by%20staff.&sch=Barrhaven%20Public%20School&reqc=please%20dress%20for%20the%20weather&trtypes=walking&y=2021-2022
http://www.ottawaschoolbus.ca/route-cancellations-for-ocdsb-schools/
https://bit.ly/3gWSPEV
https://barrhavenpublicschool.entripyshops.com/

